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TV CANDIDS
by

\Terrence O'FlahertyJ

It is a pleasure to announce an occasion \vhon 
a television network thinks boldly in terms of news 
and public information.

I learn from a New York executive that on Labor 
Day NBC-TV will cancel three hours of regular pro­ 
gramming in prime time to present a comprehensive 
study of the civil rights issue from the Emanciaption 
Prodnmation to the present.

The program has been under consideration in the 
higher echelon of the network for several weeks under 
the direction of William McAndrew. executive vice 
president of NEC News and the man largely responsi­ 
ble for making the NEC network tops in news and 
special documentaries during the past two years.

* t> -tr
McAndrews plans to have two discussion periods 

placed within the three-hour show, which will be 
composed of leaders in the civil rights movement and 
its critics. Among them are members of Congress, the 
Administration, and labor.

Inasmuch as the global press has played the civil 
rights issue in a big way, NBC newsmen in every major 
city will join in a study of world reaction to the issue. 
McAndrew is of the opinion that the story   as well as 
the problem   is one of the biggest and deserves what 
is equivalent to "front page space." To do so, he will 
employ mure than half of the network's 800 news 
department members.

The programs to be canceled to provide time for 
the special three-hour show are the network's excel- ' 
lent "David Brinkley's Journal." its tired "Monday 
Night Movie' 'and the innocuous Art Linkletter game 
show.

Regardlees of one's personal attitude toward the 
civil rights issue, it must be admitted that any pro* 
gram that replaces Art Linkletter   even for a day- 
is performing a public service of impressive dimen­ 
sion.1;.

Now that Raymond Massey has taken up medi­ 
cine and dropped politics. I have been worried over 
who would be able to play Abe Lincoln. Hallmark 
Hall of Fame supplies the answer: Jason Robards Jr., 
who has been signed to play the title role in Robert 
Sherwood's "Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (NBC, Feb. 5, 
1964.)

Robert Taylor's cash investment in the fall show 
that was canceled will reach an estimated $750,000. 
Its replacement has been announced by NBC: an 
hour-long Western tilled "Temple Houston," based on 
Sam Houston's lawyer son in the old West. The star 
is Jeffrey Hunter, last seen in the title role of the film 
"King of Kings." His co-star is Jack Elam, currently 
playing the menacing marshal in "The Dakotas," which 1 

has been canceled. I 
How's That Again? (From   publicity release I 

announcing the promotion of James C. Hagerty, form­ 
erly head of ABC-TV News) "We have promoted Mr. 
Hagerty to be an officer in our parent company," said 
Leonard H. Goldenson, president of ABC-Paramount. 
"in order to take fullest advantage on more varied 
corporate problems of his many capabilities and world­ 
wide experience."
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